Bhutan Overland Package 7 N 8 D

Outline Itinerary

Day 01: Pickup from Bagdogra airport & drive to Phuentsholing
Day 02: Phuentsholing — Thimphu

Day 03: Thimphu

Day 04: Thimphu — Punakha

Day 05: Punakha -Paro

Day 06: Paro — Hike to Taktsang

Day 07: Paro — Phuentsholing

Day 08: Phuentsholing -Bagdogra

Detail Itinerary

Day 01: Road journey from Bagdogra airport to Phuentsholing. 155 Km, 4 Hrs

Once your flight reaches Bagdogra Airport in West Bengal, our eagerly waiting team will escort you easily
to the waiting vehicle. We now set off for the border town of Phuentsholing, our entry point to wonderful
Bhutan.

During this 4-hour road journey, after passing slowly through the dense traffic of Siliguri city, we’ll
experience the beautiful drive on the exemplary Coronation Bridge. This arched cantilever bridge in the
Darjeeling district built during the British rule spans over the Teesta River. It connects West Bengal with the
foothills of Bhutan amid the rugged Himalayas and over the superfluous Teesta.

After crossing the iconic bridge, we enter into open country and proceed on a comfortable, straight drive
through and through till Phuentsholing. En route, we’ll pass the many tea gardens, scenic hamlets, and
national parks of the Dooars floodplains region. This nature’s paradise provides easy access to hill stations
of Bengal and Bhutan.

As soon as we enter the Kingdom of Happiness in Phuentsholing, we can see the Bhutanese Himalayas from
afar, beckoning us warmly for a delightful Bhutan experience. We arrive at our hotel in the Bhutanese town
and spend the remaining day at leisure.



Day 02: Drive from Phuentsholing to Thimphu. Overnight stay in Thimphu. 145 Km, 6 Hrs.
After completing these immigration formalities at Phuentsholing, we’re all set to tour Bhutan.

Post breakfast, we leave the hotel and head for Thimphu, the Bhutanese capital. It’s a 6-hour road trip with
worthwhile halts at some of the must-visit tourist places in Bhutan.

First in line is the incredible Kharbandi Gompa monastery. It's a famous Bhutan pilgrimage site built under
royal patronage. As we explore this beautiful structure, we’ll find the statue of Guru Rinpoche (an ancient
mystic) and lovely paintings depicting Lord Buddha’s life. From the monastery garden, enjoy fantastic views
of Phuentsholing and the Indian plains.

On our journey upwards via several little towns, we’'ll take the next halt at Gedu town, home to a premier
college offering full-time modern business education, which is indeed worth visiting.

We continue our drive uphill with a photo stop at the Taktichu Pass (2000 metres) at its huge, scenic waterfall.
From this point, we can notice a transition in the forest scene - tropical vegetation giving way to coniferous
trees. Halfway along our densely forested drive comes our next stop. It’s the vast hydroelectric complex of
Chukha District.

Now we enjoy a scenic drive beside the Paro River and then break our journey at Chuzom, the confluence of
Rivers Paro and Thimphu. Let’s walk on the Chuzom bridge and take in mesmerising sights of the
countryside. Another major attraction at Chuzom is three chortens situated side by side, representing a
different architecture - Nepali, Tibetan, and Bhutanese.

We resume our journey along the Thimphu River, taking in the beautiful countryside en route. We get the
first glimpse of Thimphu city as the Simtokha Dzong appears. Our team has selected one of the best hotels
in Bhutan for your overnight stay in Thimphu.

Day 03: Thimphu Tour. Stay overnight in Thimphu.
We hope you had a good night’s sleep in beautiful Bhutan! Enjoy the hotel’s satiating breakfast before we

begin our Thimphu tour today.

First on the list is Memorial Chorten, dedicated to the founder of modern Bhutan. This tall, four-storeyed
structure contains statues and symbols of several Tantric deities, undoubtedly ranking among the must-visit
tourist places in Bhutan. Experience the fantastic sight of locals circumambulating the Chorten, holding
prayer beads and murmuring the divine prayers.

What better way to begin your day in wonderful Bhutan than visiting such a pious landmark?

Now we take you to the National Library. This 20th-century building houses major historical evidence in
the form of documents and photos. Also, you'll find the world’s biggest published book here that weighs 68
kg and is 2 metres in height.

Next stop is Buddha Dordenma, made in line with increasing the Bhutan happiness index. This sitting statue
of Buddha measures 169 feet in height and is filled with 1,25,000 shorter Buddha statues. One of the world’s
most giant Buddha statues, Buddha Dordenma, with its peaceful and assuring appearance, draws
innumerable tourists towards it. Also, this spot offers spectacular views of the Thimphu Valley.

After seeking the umpteen blessings of the Buddha, we drive towards Thimphu for lunch. By the way, did
you see any traffic lights in your Bhutan Travel so far? This is the only nation worldwide that controls
vehicular traffic without them. In Thimphu, you'll see a traffic policeman waving and signalling to the main
traffic. Well-dressed and wearing white gloves, the traffic policeman’s graceful mannerisms are sure to



fascinate you. This unique traffic control system of amazing Bhutan might as well qualify for some
sightseeing!

A visit to the post office Museum to see the Bhutanese stamps is a must. A philatelist or not, you're going
to fall in love with them! You'll find postage stamps with several themes, including traditional crafts,
wildlife, Bhutanese scenes, and dzong architecture.

How about sending stamped postcards to friends and family in today’s ultra-digital world? Sending one to
yourself at your home address sounds equally interesting, right? Without a doubt, the postage stamps make
a unique souvenir of magical Bhutan.

After going gaga over the stamps, we now get ready to witness students taking vocational training on
Bhutanese arts and crafts at the Institute of Zorig Chusum. Enjoy taking photographs of students learning
to paint religious pictures on canvas, carve masks and statues from wood, and embroider clothes and
footwear. What’s more, you can even buy one of such artworks at a fair price!

How about getting close to the forefathers of magical Bhutan? You'll be stepping into one of Thimphu'’s
oldest houses, almost 150 years old. This ancient, three-storied Bhutanese home, now converted into the Folk
Heritage Museum, offers a one-of-a-kind Bhutan experience. You can’t but admire the impressive array of
traditional household ware used by the Bhutanese ancestors and the setup of typical kitchen gardens. Equally
remarkable are the displays of the old watermill and hot-stone bath.

Souvenir shopping is surely at the back of your mind. At the Handicraft Market of Thimphu, shop for
souvenirs to your heart’s content. Buy beautifully embroidered attires, scroll paintings, and precious jewelry
at reasonable prices from one or more of the 100 government appointed shops here.

Late afternoon, we take you to Tashichho Dzong, an impressive structure located just on the outskirts of
Thimphu. One of Bhutan’s most iconic monuments, the Tashichho Dzong houses His Majesty’s throne room
and several government offices. This massive fortress is also the summer residence of the central monastic
body.

What a fulfilling day it’s been! We still have plenty in store for you to celebrate Bhutan. But it’s time to break
at the hotel for a delicious dinner and a restful sleep before that.

Day 04: Thimphu - Punakha. Overnight stay in Punakha 83 Km, 3 Hrs

After breakfast, we check out of the hotel and head for Punakha. On the way we will visit Lamperi
Botanical Park where we will see different species of rhododendron flowers. This 3-hour journey includes
an ascending drive through the Dochula Pass at 3100 m amidst pines and junipers. This mesmerizing
mountain pass with 108 stupas and bright-coloured prayer flags is indeed a visitor’s delight.

If you're lucky to spend time here on a clear day, you'll get guaranteed superb views of the region’s highest
peaks. Stroll around the stupas dedicated to 108 brave soldiers who lost their lives in warfare.

Immerse yourself in nature as you capture beautiful Bhutan in your camera from great photography spots
here. You must visit the intricately designed Druk Wangyal Lhakhang temple at Dochula Pass if you love
ancient architecture.

Once rejuvenated, we continue with our journey and start descending towards Punakha. We'll break for
lunch en route. Post lunch, we’ll head straight to the 17th-century Punakha Dzong, a majestic structure
inextricably associated with the momentous historical events of unforgettable Bhutan, such as the crowning
of all the Kings of Bhutan. Punakha Dzong is also the central monastic body’s winter residence.

This six-storeyed architectural marvel with towering, whitewashed walls is Bhutan’s most beautiful dzong.
Built on the banks of two rivers, the dzong turns into a spectacle in sunny weather, what with its
whitewashed walls splashed in sunlight that bounces off the waters. Hope you can catch this extraordinary
sight!



Last place in our list we have for today is to visit Chimi Lhakhang Temple which is a must-visit. You'll enjoy
the leisurely walk-through scenic paddy fields to this temple. this is the perfect place to seek blessings for
begetting children! That’s it for today.

Day 05: Punakha — Paro. Overnight stay in Paro. 128 Km, 4 hrs.

This morning we start our journey towards Paro via the picturesque Dochula Pass. The confluence of rivers
is always fascinating. So is Chuzom, the meeting point of Rivers Thimphu and Paro. We’ll halt for a while
and enjoy a walk on Chuzom’s bridge. Also, noteworthy here are 3 different-styled chortens - Tibetan,
Nepali, and Bhutanese. Take as many pictures as you want before we continue our travel.

At a short distance from Chuzom, you can spot the Thamchok Lhakhang, a private temple dedicated to the
ancient saint Thangthong Gyelpo. He is famous for having built countless iron chain bridges to ease
Himalayan travels and pilgrimages. The access to the temple is through an iron suspension bridge built by
Thangthong Gyelpo, which is purely a photographer’s delight.

Finally, after reaching Paro we will take you to the Ta Dzong, an ancient watchtower-converted- museum,
also known as the country’s National Museum. Indulge in Bhutan’s rich culture as you see lovely exhibits of
paintings, bronzes, 3-D stamps, silken stamps, textiles, and jewellery. Look out for the famed triangular
stamp illustrating the ape-like yeti. Walk the galleries showcasing stuffed animals of amazing Bhutan.

Now let’s go below the Museum. An architectural marvel and, indeed, a photographer’s delight is awaiting
you. That’s Paro Dzong, a 17th-century, impressive fortress with a complex of preserved buildings. Also
known as Rinpung Dzong, this square fortress is Paro’s administrative centre and houses temples,
courtyards, and offices with intricate Bhutanese motif works.

Next, we’ll take you to Paro town. You can explore it at your leisure. But something is interesting on the way
back from the dzong to our waiting vehicle. Take the experience of crossing the traditional cantilever bridge
with a shingle roof and a couple of watch houses on each end.

In Paro town, enjoy local cuisine like steamy momos. Else, visit one of the finest restaurants that serve
sophisticated Bhutanese foods, such as Ema Datshi (Bhutan’s national dish). Shop for souvenirs at the Paro
Craft Market.

Finally, we return to the hotel for a delicious dinner and a peaceful sleep.

Day 06: Paro- Hike to Taktsang

Today, it’s all about Paro! Post breakfast, we take a short drive on a blacktop road of green Bhutan to the end
of Paro Valley. This is where the 17th-Century Drukgyel Dzong stands. A symbol of victory over the Tibetan
aggression, Drukgyel Dzong served as an excellent barrier for several years against further attacks. Today,
we can see only the ruins of this fortress because it had caught fire and suffered heavy damage in 1951.
However, the well-protected ancient ruins make an impressive sight, qualifying as Bhutan’s most stunning
archaeological spot!

We take you to the end of the blacktop road and then along a narrow path to Lingshi, a remote Bhutanese
village that yak herders call home. Today, if Weather God is on your side, you'll be able to get a clear view
of the snow-clad, towering (23,996 feet) Mt. Jomolhari. This spectacular mountain, also regarded as the
holiest peak in beautiful Bhutan, provides a perfect backdrop to the Drugyel ruins and Lingshi.

Coming up is one of the best parts of your Bhutan Tour! From Lingshi, we retrace about 6 kilometres to take
in breathtaking views of Taktsang Lhakhang, more popularly called “The Tiger’s Nest”. This iconic
monastery is so-called owing to the myth that the medieval Buddhist saint Padmasambhava visited it, riding
a flying tiger. The legend also says that he meditated in a cave that is now the Nest’s lower storey. The
monastery houses a wrathful emanation of Padmasambhava on top of a tiger.

You can reach this sacred place only through an uphill hike as it’s perched on a precipitous rock face. It's a
5-hour trek through scenic pine forests, with the eluding view of the Nest beckoning you the whole time.



So, are you game? We'll take you uphill through the well-marked trail till we reach our lunch point after
about 3 hours. Enjoy unique views of the monastery from here. If you're hell-bent on visiting the monastery,
we’ll take you further uphill for another couple of hours.

After the hike, retrace back to hotel and overnight stay at the hotel.

Day 07: Paro — Phuentsholing. Overnight stay in Phuentsholing. 145 Km, 5 Hrs

We take leave of beautiful Paro and retrace in the direction of Phuentsholing town. On our leisurely drive
by the Paro River after crossing Chuzom and then towards Chukha, let’s take in all the beautiful sights for
one last time before descending towards our destination. After checking in to our hotel at the border town,
we have the remaining time at leisure.

Day 08: Phuentsholing — Bagdogra Airport 155 Km, 3 Hrs

Post breakfast, we bid goodbye to the Kingdom of Happiness and set off on our journey home. After entering
the Indian border at Jaigaon, we pass the scenic Bengal Countryside to arrive at Bagdogra Airport. We take
the air journey with beautiful memories of our Bhutan travel.

**End of The Tour**

HOTEL LIST & COST OPTIONS

No. of Pax | Cost [Net & Non-Commissionable] Hotel List 3-Stars
2 Rs: 46,975 PP on CP
4 Rs: 38,199 PP on CP Phuentsholing: Hotel Druk, Hotel Ga Me Ga, Hotel Alem,
6 Rs: 33,386 PP on CP Hotel Palm, Hotel Meto Pema or Similar

Thimphu: Hotel Phuentshopelri, Hotel Gakyil, Hotel Forest

8 Rs: 32,743 PP on CP . o

Boutique or Similar
10 Rs: 32,319 PP on CP Punakha: Hotel Vara, Hotel Pema Karpo, Hotel Lobesa or
12 Rs: 32,059 PP on CP Similar
14 Rs: 31,143 PP on CP Paro: Paro Eco Lodge, Rema Resort, Hotel Olathang or
16 Rs: 30,215 PP on CP Similar

Single Supplement: Rs: 9,206
Adult With Extra Bed/Mattress: Rs: 20,943
Child With Extra Bed/Mattress: Rs: 16,632 (12 Yrs. & Below)
Child Without Extra Bed/Mattress: Rs: 8,960

COST INCLUDES

» Accommodation
Breakfast at the hotels
Certified English-speaking guide throughout the tour (Bhutan part only)

Bhutan Sustainable Development Fee (SDF)
Permit application and procurement in advance

YV VV VY VY

Transportation and sightseeing on private as per the itinerary only (Vehicle, NOT at disposal)



COST EXCLUDES

» 5% GST as per Indian Government Notification

Entry ticket & Entrance fees to museums and monuments

lunch and dinner

Flight Tickets

Travel insurance (MANDATORY)

Personal Insurance, evacuation and medical expenses of any kind

Expenses of personal nature like bar bills, telephone calls, laundry, extra mileage and any extra costs
incurred due to natural calamities, flight delays etc.

BHUTAN PART TRANSPORT LIST [Non-AC]

BHUTAN PART
» Mode of Transport by SUV, Santa fe, Tucson, Creta 2 to 3 pax
» Mode of Transport by Toyota hiace bus (4 to 7 pax)
» Mode of Transport by Toyota hiace bus (High roof) (8 pax)
» Mode of Transport by Toyota Coaster bus (10 to 16 pax)

YV V VYV VYV

INDIA PART
» Mode of Transport by Maruti Dzire, Brezza for 2 pax
» Mode of Transport by Toyota Innova (4 to 6 pax)
» Mode of Transport by Tempo traveller (14 to 16 pax)

AC supplement Rs: 1000 per day
AC won'’t be entertained while driving up hill

OUR FLEETS

IMPORTANT NOTES
Indian nationals travelling to Bhutan need a VALID PASSPORT or ORIGINAL VOTER/ELECTION CARD.
The passport must be valid for six months from the intended date of departure from the Kingdom.

Children below 18 years without the Passport need an ORIGINAL birth certificate [in English, computerised
format] issued by the office of the Government of India.



Aadhar Card, Driving License and PAN card are NOT accepted by the Bhutan Immigration as the valid
documents to enter Bhutan.

BOOKING TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Costs are valid for Indian Nationals only

PAYMENTS

You should deposit the 50% of the total cost at the time of booking. Remaining 50% should be deposited 2
weeks prior to the date of travel.

CANCELLATION POLICY

25% cancellation charges of the Tour Cost for the tour cancelled before 20 days of arrival date
50 % cancellation charges of the Tour Cost for the tour cancelled before 10 days of arrival date
75 % cancellation charges of the Tour Cost for the tour cancelled before 7 days of arrival date
No refund for less than 7 days of arrival date

YV V VYV

MODE OF PAYMENT
You can do NEFT/RTGS directly to our bank account and share us the remittance details.

Account Name: Ren Tours Treks & Expeditions Pvt Ltd

Account Number: 6637 0550 0159

IFSC Code: ICIC0006637

Bank Name: ICICI Bank

Bank Address: Regal Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi — 110001 Delhi

OR CODE TO MAKE PAYMENT THROUGH UPI

e g CHELS

Merchant Name : REN TOURS TREKS AN
D EXPEDITIONS PVT LT

D
Mobile Number : 9810352728
Steps to Pay UPI QR Code

Open UPI app > Select Tap to Pay' > Scan QR Code >
Enter Amount

)
Peazypay Powered by icicigan




ABOUT US

It gives us immense pleasure to introduce ourselves as a well-established tour operator company
specialized in organizing cultural & adventure Tour to the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. We have our
central marketing office in New Delhi to cater to our Indian clients with our head office in Bhutan.

Head office
Ren Tours & Treks

PO Box No. 199, Norgay Complex, Norgay Lam, Phuentsholing, Kingdom ofBhutan
Tel. +975 17611627, 17119322

Central Marketing office in India
7 Jantar Mantar, Behind Hotel Imperial, Connaught Place, New Delhi,Delhi - 110001
Tel: +91 11 43553116/117, 23363836

www.reachbhutan.com
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http://www.reachbhutan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rentourstreks/
https://www.instagram.com/bhutan.rentours
https://twitter.com/bhutan_rentours
https://in.linkedin.com/company/rentoursntreks

